
Progression  Geography 
Topics 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Place 
Knowledge 

Human and 
Physical 

Geography 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

 
Year 1 

ME & MY WONDERFUL 
WORLD 
Term 1 

 
EXPLORERS 
Term 3 

To understand that a continent is made up 
of a cluster of countries and to locate and 
name the continents on a World Map.  
 
To understand that the world is made up of 
land and sea and to locate and name the 5 
oceans on a World Map. 
 

  To identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom. 
 
To locate hot and cold areas/countries of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Pole. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the continents and oceans. 
 
Use simple locational and directional 
language for example (near, far, left and 
right) to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of the school 
and its grounds. 

 
Year 2 

CHINA 
Term 3 

 
 

BRUNEL 
Term 5 

To understand that the UK is made up of 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales and 
to explore the similarities and differences of 
each of these countries – human and 
physical. 
 
To name, locate and identify the 4 countries 
on a world map. To understand that every 
country has a capital city and to name and 
locate the capital cities of the 4 countries. 
 
To locate and name the seas surrounding 
the United Kingdom. 
 

To compare and understand geographical 
similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical 
geography of the local area (Bristol) with a 
non-European country (China). 

  Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries as well as its surrounding seas. 
 
Use simple compass directions (north, 
south, east and west) to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features. 
 
Devise a simple map and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of the school 
and its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 

 
Year 3 

URBAN DESIGN 
Term 1 

 
 

ITALY 
Term 6 

To use world maps, atlases or globes to 
locate countries in the world, focusing 
particularly on European countries.  Explore 
the key human and physical characteristics 
of countries in Europe and their major 
cities. 
 
To use Google Earth to explore the world 
and find different countries and cities. 
 

To explore the geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region in a European 
country (Italy). 

To understand what a volcano is and 
how/why a volcano erupts. 

Use world maps, atlases, globes and 
google earth to locate and explore 
European countries. 
 
To learn the 8 points of a compass and to 
begin to use this in directional language 
e.g. when giving navigational instructions 
and locating a certain point on a map. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record geographical aspects of the local 
area e.g. create a map of the local area. 



 

 
 
Year 4 

CHOCOLATE 
Term 1 

 
 

RAINFOREST/AMAZON 
Term 5 

To use world maps, atlases or globes to 
locate countries in the world, focusing 
particularly on North and South America. 
Explore the key human and physical 
characteristics of countries in North and 
South America and their major cities. 
 
To use Google Earth to explore the world 
and find different countries and cities. 
 

To explore the geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region of a European country 
and a region within North or South America. 

To understand the processes involved in 
the water cycle with particular focus on 
rivers – why rivers are an important part of 
the water cycle and their impact on the 
earth. 

Use world maps, atlases, globes and 
google earth to locate and explore North 
and South American countries. 
 
To learn the 8 points of a compass and to 
begin to use this in directional language 
e.g. when giving navigational instructions 
and locating a certain point on a map. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record geographical aspects of the local 
area e.g. sketch maps, plans and graphs. 

 
Year 5 

INDIA 
Term 3 

 
 

MINI ENTERPRISE 
                    Term 6 

To name and locate counties, cities, 
regions and features of the UK and their 
human and physical characteristics (hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers).  
 
To explore how these areas have changed 
over time. 
 

To explore the geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region in India. 

To describe and understand climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts. 

To use maps to locate counties, cities and 
regions of the UK. 
 
To use 4 and 6 figure grid references on 
Ordnance Survey maps. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record geographical aspects of the local 
area e.g. sketch maps, plans and graphs. 

 
Year 6 

AFRICA 
Term 4 

 
 

NATURAL DISASTERS 
Term 5 

To understand latitude, longitude, the 
equator, hemispheres, tropics, Arctic and 
Antarctic circle and time zones. 
 

To explore the geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region of a European country 
and a region of Africa. 

To describe and understand earthquakes 
and mountains. 

To use world maps, atlases and globes 
when exploring latitude, longitude, the 
equator, hemispheres, tropics, Arctic and 
Antarctic circle and time zones. 
 
To use 4 and 6 figure grid references on 
Ordnance Survey maps. 
 
Forest Schools 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record geographical aspects of the local 
area e.g. sketch maps, plans and graphs. 


